[Ductus venosus blood flow prior to intrauterine foetal death in severe placental insufficiency can be unaffected as shown by doppler sonography].
Significant placental insufficiency with Doppler ultrasound findings of absent or reverse end-diastolic flow velocities (AREDV) is associated with increased morbidity and mortality. An analysis of blood flow in the ductus venosus assists in the early recognition of threatened foetuses. However, the prognostic value of multivessel Doppler assessment for the timing of delivery is being questioned. Four high-risk pregnancies with umbilical AREDV were repeatedly examined prior to intrauterine foetal demise. Our results demonstrate that ductus venosus Doppler flow velocimetry can be normal prior to intrauterine foetal death.